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The Burmese army took political power in Burma in 1962 and has ruled the country ever since. The
persistence of this government?even in the face of long-term nonviolent opposition led by activist Aung San
Suu Kyi, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991?has puzzled scholars. In a book relevant to
current debates about democratization, Mary P. Callahan seeks to explain the extraordinary durability of the
Burmese military regime. In her view, the origins of army rule are to be found in the relationship between
war and state formation.Burma's colonial past had seen a large imbalance between the military and civil
sectors. That imbalance was accentuated soon after formal independence by one of the earliest and most
persistent covert Cold War conflicts, involving CIA-funded Kuomintang incursions across the Burmese
border into the People's Republic of China. Because this raised concerns in Rangoon about the possibility of
a showdown with Communist China, the Burmese Army received even more autonomy and funding to
protect the integrity of the new nation-state.The military transformed itself during the late 1940s and the
1950s from a group of anticolonial guerrilla bands into the professional force that seized power in 1962. The
army edged out all other state and social institutions in the competition for national power. Making Enemies
draws upon Callahan's interviews with former military officers and her archival work in Burmese libraries
and halls of power. Callahan's unparalleled access allows her to correct existing explanations of Burmese
authoritarianism and to supply new information about the coups of 1958 and 1962.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Ferguson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Making Enemies: War and
State Building in Burma book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Dawn Bliss:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is Making Enemies: War and State Building in Burma.

Diane Sanchez:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Making Enemies: War and State Building in Burma can make you feel
more interested to read.

David Cormier:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Making Enemies: War and State
Building in Burma to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about
book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside
that the publication Making Enemies: War and State Building in Burma can to be your brand new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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