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Last Lectures is, as the name suggests, a series of lectures given over the radio by former World Chess
Champion José Raúl Capablanca just a few months before he died. While he was preparing these lectures, he
dictated them to his wife, Olga Capablanca, who typed them. As a result, we have them today. Perhaps more
than any other player in the history of chess, Jose Raoul Capablanca was noted for his ability to cut through
the complexities of modern chess theory and find the winning line in grandmaster tournament play.
Capablanca was often called the greatest natural chess player of all time. His clarity of vision, his simplicity
and precision of style were legendary. Here, in these twelve lectures originally delivered by short-wave radio
to a Latin American audience shortly before his death in 1942, the qualities that made Capablanca one of the
game's uniquely great masters are reflected in a timeless legacy of chess wisdom. His observations on the
fundamental principles of sound chess thinking are expressed so clearly and simply that a novice can follow
them; yet they touch on such profoundly important underlying themes that the most advanced player will
benefit by absorbing them. In fact, these lectures reveal that much of Capablanca's supposedly instinctive
genius for unraveling highly complex situations over the board consisted of a deeper and sounder
understanding of the basic principles of endgame strategy (and the ability to see the endgame structure
foreshadowed during the tactical maneuvering of the middle game) than that possessed by any other player
of his time. Last Lectures contains Capablanca's chess “instinct” preserved for a later generation. Over and
over again he stresses the vital importance of knowing how to play the endings. He gives simple rules of
proper endgame play many of which he says are often overlooked by top flight masters. He shows how to
recognize the winning elements of the commonest endings: Rook and Pawn, Bishop vs. Knight. He gives his
analysis of the relative value of the pieces. Even in this era of exhaustive analysis of the openings, there is
wisdom and profit to be gained from his chapter on the Ruy Lopez. Perhaps the greatest pleasure for the
modern player, whether he is a beginner or an expert, in reading Last Lectures will come from Capablanca's
lively anecdotes and strongly expressed opinions about his contemporaries. Using their play as examples for
his observations on universal chess truths, Capablanca rates (and sometimes rakes) Morphy, Steinitz,
Emanuel Lasker, Nimzovch, Alekhine, Reshevsky, Frank Marshall and other chess immortals. Last Lectures
will enrich the play, as well as the library, of all chess enthusiasts.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Stamper:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Last Lectures The
Chess Legacy of Jose Raoul Capabanca, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Douglas Barney:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is Last Lectures The Chess Legacy of Jose Raoul Capabanca this book consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Jacki Peters:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Last Lectures The Chess
Legacy of Jose Raoul Capabanca which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Joyce Washington:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book
Last Lectures The Chess Legacy of Jose Raoul Capabanca. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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